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The National Public Safety Telecommunications Council (NPSTC) presents these
Comments on the petition of the Association of American Railroads (AAR) to
consolidate into one national geographic “ribbon” license authorizations currently held by
its individual members in the VHF and UHF bands. NPSTC believes the petition raises
serious concern regarding land mobile communications policies promoting sharing
among services. The breadth of the ribbon license is enormous. AAR’s proposal fails to
provide a detailed analysis and justification for the frequencies involved to be
encompassed and the ramifications of the geographic license, particularly with regard to
incumbent public safety licensees. That the proposal will foreclose sharing opportunities
will be detrimental to public safety and other. services under current rules.

AAR proposes to consolidate all of the site-specific licenses currently held by
AAR member railroads authorized to use 91 frequency pairs in the VHF band, 160.215-
161.565 MHz. These channels are dedicated to mobile radio communications. It also
proposes to consolidate UHF channels, 452/457.900-452/457.96875 MHz that its

members hold. These channels are used for onboard systems such as end of train devices






