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The Honorable Michael Powell 
Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW  
Washington, DC  20554 
 
Dear Chairman Powell: 
 
 Public safety agencies represented by the above-named organizations are facing rapidly 
increasing demands on their operations and communications systems, compounded by the 
aftermath of the September 11 terrorist attacks on the United States.   Yet, as the Commission is 
well-aware, public safety agencies in many areas lack sufficient radio spectrum and are often 
without effective interoperable radio communications.  At the same time, existing public safety 
radio systems in the 800 MHz band are also increasingly facing interference from commercial 
mobile radio systems (CMRS) in the same band.   
 
 Nextel Communications Inc. (Nextel) has proposed a substantial reallocation of the 800 
MHz band in an effort to address some of these and other complex issues.   The Nextel proposal 
would shift all 800 MHz public safety operations to a contiguous block of spectrum at 806-
816/851-861, and all 800 MHz digital SMR operations to 816-824/861-869 MHz.   The current 
interleaving of channels used for public safety and CMRS would be eliminated, and the potential 
for CMRS interference to public safety systems would be substantially reduced.   Importantly, 
the plan would also yield an additional 10.5 MHz for public safety communications.   However, 
the plan also requires all existing public safety operations in the 821-824/866-869 MHz band (the 
�NPSPAC� channels) to relocate to frequencies below 816/861 MHz.   Nextel�s proposal 
includes a substantial financial commitment intended to offset the cost of this relocation.   
Finally, to accomplish the proposed reallocations, Nextel would relinquish licenses for 10 MHz 
of spectrum that it holds in portions of the 700, 800 and 900 MHz bands, in exchange for which 
Nextel would receive licenses for 10 MHz of spectrum in the 2 GHz Mobile Satellite Service 
band for terrestrial commercial service.  
 

The technical details and other aspects of this proposal are complex, and many of its 
elements require further development and analysis.   Implementing the proposal will also impose 
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substantial, undetermined costs on some public safety licensees, especially those now operating 
in the NPSPAC channels. Nevertheless, we believe that the basic elements of this proposal, as set 
forth above, have the potential to substantially improve the quality and quantity of public safety 
communications.  The proposal, therefore, should be given serious and expedited consideration 
by the Commission through a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking.   We emphasize, however, that 
our support for this or any similar approach will be contingent upon adequate funds being put 
forward to cover all of the implementation costs imposed on existing public safety licensees. It 
will be incumbent upon the commercial entities who will benefit from this proposal to bear the 
full amount of the costs incurred. These costs are unknown at this time, and should not be subject 
to an arbitrary aggregate ceiling.   

 
We stand ready to work with the Commission and the CMRS industry in addressing and 

resolving the difficult issues facing the 800 MHz band.  The Nextel proposal is a major step in 
the right direction. 

 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 Glen Nash, President 
 Association of Public-Safety Communications 
        Officials-International, Inc. 
 351 N. Williamson Blvd. 
 Daytona Beach, FL  32114 
 888-272-6911 
 

  Garry L. Briese, CAE 
  Executive Director 
  International Association of Fire Chiefs 
  4025 Fair Ridge Drive 
  Fairfax, VA 22033 

  703-273-0911  
 
 William B. Berger, President 
 International Association of Chiefs of Police 
 515 N. Washington St. 
 Alexandria, VA  22314-2357 
 703-836-6767 
 
 Jerry Keller, Chairman 
 Major Cities Chiefs Association 
 c/o Las Vegas Metro Police Dept. 
 400 Stewart Avenue 
 Las Vegas, NV  89101 
 702-229-3231 
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 John Cary Bittick, President 
 National Sheriffs' Association 
 1450 Duke Street 
 Alexandria, VA  22314-3490 
 703-836-7827 
 
 Patrick D. McGowan, President 
 Major County Sheriffs' Association 
 c/o Hennepin County Sheriff�s Office 
 Room 6, Courthouse 
 350 South Fifth Street 
 Minneapolis, MN  55415 
 612-348-3740 
 
 Marilyn Ward, Chair 
 National Public Safety Telecommunications Council 
 2050 E. Iliff Ave. - BW 
 Denver, CO  80208 
 303-871-4190 
 
 
 

cc:     The Honorable Kathleen Abernathy 
          The Honorable Michael Copps 
          The Honorable Kevin Martin 
          Mr. Thomas Sugrue 
          Mr. Robert Pepper 
 


